President Taft Reviews in ‘Detail the Circumstances Leading Up
to the Mobilization of the United States Soidiers |
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to Congress—Has Hopes

Russia Will Remove Cause of

Complaint of Treaty Violation-— New Treaty With
Japan—Troubles With Great Britain Settled.

To the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives:

The relarions of the United States”
with other countries bave continued
during the past tweélve months upon a
basls of the usual gosd will and friend-
Iy lntercourse.

Arbitration.

The year just passed marks an fm-
portant gepernl movement on the part
of the powers for broader arbitration.
In the recognition eof the manifold
benefits to mankind in the extsasion
of the policy of the settlement of Inter-
natipnal disputes by arbitration rather
than by war and in response to a wide-
spread demand for an advance in that
direction cn the part of tbe people of
Uie United States and of Great Brit-
ain and of France, mew arbltration
treaves were negotinted last spring
~with Great Britain and France, the
terms of which were designed. as ex-
pressed in the preamble of these treu-
ties, to extend the scope and obliga-
tons of the policy of arbifration ndopt-
ed in our present treaties with those
governments. To pave the way for
this treaty with the United States,
Great Briteln pegotinted an Important
modification o its alliance with Japan,
and the French government also ex-
pedited the negotintions with signal
good will. The new treatles huve been
submitted to the sensate and ara awnlt-
ing 1fs advice and consent fo their
ratifleation. All the essentials of these
important treaties have long been
Inown, and It 13 my earnest hope that
they will recelve prompt and favora-
ble action.

Claim of Alsop 4 Co. Settled.

I am giad to report that on July 5§
last the Amerfcan claim of Alsop &
Co. against the government of Chlle
was finally disposed of by the decision
of his Britennic mafesty George V., to
whom, as amiable compositeur, the
matter had been referred for determi-
nation. His majesty made an sward
of peariy £1.000,000 fo the c¢laimants,
which was promptly paid by Chile.** *

Arbitratiens—Panama and Costa Rica.
Colombies and Haitl.

In further {llustration of the practi-
cal and beneficent application of the
prineiple of erbitmaiion and the under-
Iring proad spirit of conciliation, I am
bappy to advert to the part of the
Ugnited Statos in facilitating amicable
wettlement of disputes which mensced
the peace between Panama and Costa
Rica and between Haiti and the Do-
minican Republie.

Mexico.

On the 6th of Xarch last, in the ab-
sence of the secretary of sgate, 1 had
a persomnal interview with AMr. Wilson,
the ambassador of the Unlied States
1o Mexico, in which be reéported to me
that the conditions in 3Mexico were
much more critical than press dis-
patches disclosed: that Pri®ident Diasz
aves on & voleano of popular uprising:
ihat the outbrenks swhich had
occarred were oaly symplomatic of
the whole condition; that a very large
per cent of the people were In sym-
pathy with the insurrection; that a
general explosion was probable at any
time, in which case be feared that the
40,000 or more American residents in
Mexico might be assalled and that
the very large American investments
might be injured or destroyed

After a conference with the secretary
of war and the secretary of the nmavy
1 thought it wise to asssmble an ;
division of fuoll strength at Ran J
tonio, Tex., a brigade of three regl-
ments at Galveston, & brignde of in-

smsll squadron of ships at Ban Diego, |

‘At the same time, through our repre-
sentative at the City of Mexico, I ex-
pressed fo President Diaz the hope
that no apprehensions might result
from unfounded conjectures as to
@hess mifitary maneuvers and nssured
8 thet they bad no significapce
which shouid cruse concern to his gov-
ernment.

The mobilizetion was effecied with
great prowmptness, and oo the 15th of
March, through the secretary of war
and the secrewary of the navy, In a let-
ter addressed to the chlef of staff I
dssued the foilowing fostructions:

“It secmus my duty as commander in
ehief to place troops In sufcient num-
ber where if congress shall direct that
they enter Mexico to save Awmerican
Yres end property an effective move-
ment may be promptly made, ***

“The sssumpiion by the press that I
contemplate interveution on Mexican

suthority ynder any clreumstances,
mnd if I had ! would not exercise it

without express congressional approv-
g ~53

“In the first place, I want to make
the mobilization a first ciass training
) ., and 1 wish you would
time and that of the War
advising and carrying .out
n useful characiér and
this during the
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at time

af Mexivco will have so readjusted mat-

ar= 4s o sevure tranguiliity. a result

ievoutiy to be wisbed, The troops Can

fen be returned to tielr posts. 1 un-
dorstood from you in Washington that
tenern! Ale=bire ssld that you could
probably meet all the additdonal ex-
peuse of this whole movement out of

¢ present apprupriations if the troops
continue In Texus for three menths, 1
sincerely hope thls is mo. [ ohserve
from the pewspapers that you bave oo
biank ecartridges. but 1 presume that
thls is an error or that it will be easy
to procure fthose for use as Soon ns
your maneuvers begin.

“Second.—Texas is a state ordlnarily
peaceful. bur yon canmot put 20.000
tronops fnte it without rupnifng some
risk of a collision between the people
of the state and especially the Mex]-
cans who live in Texas near the bor-
der and who sympathize with the in-
surrectos and the federal soldiers. For
that reason 1 beg you to be as careful
ns you can ta prevent friction of any
Ekind.

“Third.—One of the great troubles in
the concentrntion of troops is the dan-
ger of disease, and 1 suppose that vou
have adopted the most modern meth-
ods for the praventing and If necessary
for stampinzyout epidemics, That is
so much a part of a camwpalgn that it
hardly seems necessary for me to call
attention to it -

“Tinally. 1 wish you to exnmine the
question of the patrol of the border
apd put as many (roops on that work
as 18 practicable snd more than are
now engaged [u it In order to prevent
the use of our horderinnd for the car-
rying on of the insnrrection. I have
Elven assurances to the Mexican am-
bassador on this point.”

1 am more than happy to here record
the fact that all apprehensions as to
the effect of the presence of so large a
miiltary force in Texas proved groond-
less. No disturbances occarred. The
conduet of the troops was exemplary,
and the public reception and treatment
of them wnas all that could bhave been
desired, and this natwithstanding the
presence of 1 lprge number of Mexican
refugees in the border territory.

From time (o time communieations
‘were received from Ambassador Wil-
eon, who had returned to Mexico, con-
firming the vicw that the massing of
American troopa In the neighborhood
had had good effect. " By dispatch of
April 3, 1911. the ambassador gald:

“The continuning gravity of the sit.
uation here and the chaos that would
ensue should the constitutional muthor-
fties be eveniually overthrown. thus
greatly increasing the danger to which
Amerjcan lives and property sre al-
ready subjeect, confirmm the wisdom of
the president in taking those military
precautions which, making every al-
lowance for the d'gpnity and the sover.
elgnty of & friendly state, are due to
our ngfionals abroad.

bility of safeguarding these lives and
property, I am bound to say to the de-
partment thar our military disposi-
tions on the frontier have produced an
effective impression on the Mexican
mind and may &t any moment prove
to be the only guaranties for the safe
iy of our uationais and their property.
If it shonld eventuate that conditiona
here require more sctive measures by
the president and congress sporndic
attacks might be made upon the lives
and property of our nationals, but the
ultimate result would be order and
adequate protection.”

Thy lusurrection continued and re-
suli*dd in engagements between the
regular Mexican troops and the insur-
genats, and this aloug the border, so
‘that in several instances bullets from
the coutending forces struck American
citizens enganged in their lawful occu-
pations on American sofl.

Froper protests were made agninst
these Invasions of American rights to
the Mexican authorities. On April 17,
1911, I received the following telegram
from the governor of Arizona:

“As a result of today's fighting across
the internationa! line. but within gun-
shot range of the heart of Douglas, five
Amerfeans wonnded on this side of
the line. * * = It is Iimpossible to

less the town be vacated. Caun any-
thing be done to reifeve situation, now
acute?"”

After n cgalerence with the secretary
of state the following telegram was
sent Lo Governor Sloan on April 18,
1811, and made public:

“Yonr dispatch received. Have made
urgent demand upon Mexiean govern-
ment to Issue instructions to prevent

iroons end am awalting reply. Mean-

Mexlean and insurgent forees near
Douglas. Pending my urgent repre-
sentation to the Mexiecan government I
cannot therefore order the trouops at
Doagins to cross the border, but 1 mmst
ask ¥ and the loeal authorities In
case tle gnme danger recurs to direct
the people of Douglas to place them-
selves where bitliats cannot reach them
and thus aveld casunlty. [ &m loath
to endinger Americans in Mexlco,
where they nre necessarily exposed, by
taking & radical step to prevent Injury
to Americane on our side of the border
who enn nvold it by a temporary in-
conventence” . ~

I am glad to say that no further in-

“Charged as 1 sm with the responsi- |

gafegnard the pecple of Dounglas us- |

firing ucross border hy Mexican federal |

tlme I have sent direct warning to the |

.

and Duval Toree avalinDie TOr prompr

gction near the Mexican border prov-
"ed 10 be most fortunate under the
somewhst trying conditions presented
by tuis invasion of Amerlesn rights.
* & * On May 25, 1911, President Diaz

provisionsl president. Elections for
presideat 8snd vice president were
thereafter held throgghout the repub-
le, and Francisco 1. Madero was
formaliy declared eleeted on Oct. 15 to
the chief magistracy. On Nov. 8 Presi-
dent Madero entered npon the duties
of his office.

Since the Inaunguration of President
Muodero a plot has Dbeen unearthed
ngninst the present government to be-
gin & new [nsurrection. Pursuing the
same consistent pollcy which this ad-
ministration bas adopted from the be-
ginuing. it directed an Investigation
into the conspiracy charged, snd this
investigation has resulted in the in-
dictment of General Bernarde Reyes
and others and the seizure of a nnm-
ber of officers and men and horsgd and
gccouterments asxsembled upon the soil
of Tezaa for the purpose of invading
Mexico. Similar proceedings bad been
taken during the insurrection agalnst
the Diaz government. resulting In the
fodirtments and prosecution of persons
found to be engaged In violating the
neatrality laws of -the United States in
aid of that uprising.

The record of this government in re-
spect of the recognition of constituted
autbority in Mexico therefore is clear.

Central America—Honduras and Nioca-

ragua Treaties Proposed.
As to the situntion in Central Amer-

| fea. I have taken oceasion in the past

to emphns=ize most strongly the fmpor-
tance (hat should be attributed to the
sonsummation of the conventions be-
tween the republics of Nicaragua and
of Howluras and this country, and 1
again earnestly recommend that the
necessary sdvice and conseat of the
sennte be accorded to these treaties,
which will make it possible for these
Central American republics to enter
| upon an ers of genuine economic na-
| tiopal development. * = *
Panama.

Our relntions with the repnblie of
Panama, peculiarly fmportant, due to
mutual obligations and the vast In-
terests created by the canul, have con-
tinued in the usaal friendly manner,
and we have been glad to make ap-
propriate expression of our attftude
of sypmpnathetle interest In the endeay-
ora of our nelgh in undertaking the
development of the rich resources of
the coun ry. With reference to the in-
ternal poliiieal afinirs ef the republie,
our obvious concern is In the main-
tenance of public peace and constitu-
tienal orider and the fostering of the

genarnl [0 orests cirented by the actunl
relations 'he two countries with-
out the muullestation of any prefer-
ence for the success of eithegof the

political parties;
r'{E FAR EAST.
The Chinesa Loans.

The poast year has been marked in
our reladons with China by the con-
clusion of two important international
losins, one Tor the copstruction of the
Hukunng rallways, the aother for the
ecarrying out of the carrency reform to
which Chinn was pledged by treaties
with the Unired Btates, Gre Britain
and Japan. of which mentlon was
made in my lust annual message. -

It will e rememberad that early in
10090 an agreement was consummated”
among PBrilish, Freuch and German
finsucial jroups whereby they pro-
posed to lend the Chinese government
funds for the construetion of ranilways
io the provinces of Hunan and Hupeh,
reserving for thelr pationals the privi-
lege of engineering the construction of
the lines and of furnishing the mate-
rials required for the work. After ne-
gotiations with the governments and
groups concerned an agreement was
reacbed whereby American, British,
French and German nationals should
participate upon equal! terms in this
important apd uwseful undertaking.
Thereupou the fAnancial groups, sup-
ported by their respective governments,
began negotistions with the Chiness
government which terminated in a loan
| to China of $30,000.000, with the privi-

lege of Increasing the amount to $50.-
000,000, The co-operative construction
of these trunk limes shonld be of fm-
| mense advaptage, materiolly nnd other-
! wise, to Chinu and should greatly fa-
| eflitate the development of the bounti-
| ful resonrces of the empire. On the
| other hand. a large portion of theae
funds is to be expended for mnaterials,
| American producis having equal prof-
| erence with rthose of the other three
{lending natioms, and ns the contrhet
' provides for branches and extensions
, subsequenitly to be built on the same
terms the opportunities for American
materials will reach considerable pro-
portions,

EKnowing the interest of the United
| Btates in the reform of Chiness cur-
rency. the Chinese government, in the
autnmn of 1610, sought the assistance
cof e ADwrican government to pro-
{ core Tunds with which to aceomplish
’t!ut all Important reform, In the

e

course of i1he subsaguent nagotistions
| there was combliined with the proposed
| carrency icnn ame for certaln indus-
irlal developments in Mapchuria, the
iwo lonne sgevegating the sum of $30,-
000000, Whils this was originaily te
be solely an Ameriean enterprise, the
American gevernment. consistently
with Its desire to secure a sympathetic
and practical cooperation of the great
powers toward the prin-
ciple of equality jof opportnuity and
the administrative integrity of China,
urged the Chiness povernmeat te ad-
mit to participetion In the currescy
group in the Hukuang lasg ;

resigned, Senor de la Barra was chosen |

I

[Tugu to the United Stutes as the na

fostered the inter-
national projects referred to sabove
and the geunernl sympathy of view
among all the powers interested In_the |
far east. While safeguarding the io- |%yith this schedule, received the ap-

terests of our natlonals, this govern-
ment is using its best efforts In con- |
tiouance of fts iraditional policy of
sympathy and friendsbip toward the -
Chinese empire and its people, with
the confident hope fgf their economic
and administrative elopment and
wiih the constant disposition to con- |
tribute to their welfare in all proper 1
ways consisient with an atttude of
strict impartiality as between con-
tending factions, 5

For the first titme in the history of
the two couniries a Chinese crulser.
the Halchl, under the command of Ad-
miral Ching., recently vislted New.
York, where the officers and were
glven a cordial. welcome. -

New Japanese Treaty.

The treaty of commerce and oaviga-
tion between the United States and
Jupan, sigued in 1804, would, by a |
strict lnterpretation of Its provisions, |
bave terminated on July 17, 1012
Japan's generul treaties with the other |
powers. however, terminated in 1911, |
and the Japinese government axpress-
ed sn eunrnest desire te conduet the |
pegotiations for a new treaty with the
United Stutes simultaneously with its |
megotiations with the otber powers.
There were a number of lmporiant
guestions involved In the treaty, in-
cluding the immigration of laborers,
revision of the customs tariff and the
right of Amerieans to hold real estate
in Japan.  The United States consent-
ed to waive all technicalities and to
enter at once upon negotintions for a
new trealy on the undersinnding that
there shounld be a contiunance through-
out the life of the treaty of the same
effective mensures for the restriction
of immigration of iaborers to Ameri-
ean tertitory, which had been In op-
eration with eutire satisfaction to boil
governments since 1008, The Japanese
governmeut accepted this basis of ne-
gotiation, and & new treaty was quick-
Iy conciuded, rvesulting In a highiy
patisfactory settlement of the other
gquestions referred to.

A satisfaciory adiustment has also
bean effected of the questiong growiay
‘out of the unuesation of Korea Ly Ju
pao.

The recort

visit of Admiral Court
tion's guest o Tordesdt a welcome opjrr
tunity to de nonsteate the friendly foel
ing so0 Lijr i existing between L
two coal -

The Treaty of 1832 !

By direction of the state department |
our ambassador to Russia has recently
been having & series of conferences |
with the minister of foreign affalrs of
Russia with a view to securing a clear-
er understanding and construction of
the treaty of 1832 between Ruseia and
the United States, snd the modifica-
tion of an existing Russian regulation
which may be found to Interfere in
any way with the full recognition of
American citizens under thls treaty.
I belleve that the government of Rus-
#la Is addressing* itself seriously to the
need of changing the practice under
the treaty and that sofficient progress
has been made to warrant the continu-
ance of these conferences in the hope
thnat there may soon be removed any
justification of the complaints of treaty
violation now prevalent in this coun-
try,

I expect that Immediately after the
Christmag rece=ss 1 shall be able to
make a further communleation to econ-
gress on this subjfect, .

Siam.

There ha= been a2 change of sover-
elgns in Siam. and the American min-
ister at Bangkok was accredited in o
special capacity to represent the Unit-
ed States at the coronation ceremony
of the new king,

Eurcopes and the Near East.

In Eureope and the near east during
the past twelvemonth there has been
at times considerable political unrest.
The Meorocean question, which for
some months was the cause of great
anxtety., thpplly appesrs to have
reached a stage at which it need no
longer be regarded with concern. The
Ottomun empire was oceupied for 4
period by strife in Albasia sod Is now
at war with [taly. In Greece and the
Balkan countries the disquieting po-
tentinlities of this situation have been
more or lesg felt. Persia has been the
scene of a long internal struggle. These
conditions have been the cause of un-
ensiness iny European diplemacy, but
thus far without direct political eon-

.iﬁﬁbudmwﬂdquuﬁmu-

| ferred to consist of pecuniary clalms

presented by each country sgalnst the
E.qdhoﬂlertmzn many of
se claime as possible shounld be set-

tween the two governments on the 18th
day of August. 1910. In accordance

1 with article 2 of the generul arbitro-

tion treaty with Great BEritaln of April
4, 1908, Pursuant to the provisions of
this special sgreement a schedule of
claims has aiready been agreed upon.

| in-my last snousi toeeage 4 refer
| red to the tarifl negotintions nt%

. - tion, by n series of proclamations, of
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 purtment of siate with foreigm

tries In connectlon with the applien-
ke minimum farli® of the United
States to fmportations from the sev.

eral countries, and 1 stated that in fts
general operation section 2 of the new

teriff law bad proved a guaramnty of
eontinued commercial peace, although
there were. unfortunately, instaneos
where foreign governments dealt ar-
bitrarily with Amerigan Interests with.
in thelr jorisdiction In a manner in-
jurious and inegquitnble, During the
st yeur some instunces of diserimi-
natory treantment have been removed,
but I regret to say that there remnin a
few cases of differentinl treatment ad-
verse to Lthe commerce of the oited
States, While none of these lostnnces
now appears to smonnt to undue dis-
crimination iu. 4, sense of section 2
of the tariff law of Aug. 5. 1900, they

and the spegial agreement, together

proval of the senate when submitted

to it for that purpose at the Iast ses-
sfon of congress. Negotistions be-

ure all exceptions to that complete de-
gree of equality of tarllf treatment
that the department of state has con-
slstently sought te obtaln for Amerl-
enn commerce abroad,

While the donble tariff feature of the

tween the two governmenis for the
preparantion of an additional schednle
of cluims are already well advanced.
and it is my intention to submit such

schedule as soon as it is agreed upon |
to the senate for its approval In order i

that the arbitration proceedings may
\be undertaken at sn early dyte. In
‘this connection the attention of con-
gress ls particularly called to the ne-
cessity for an approffriation to cover
the expense incurred in sobmitting
_these elaims to arbltration.

Presentation to Germany of Replica of
- 1 Von 8teuben Statue.

In pursunnce of the act of congress,
approved June 23, 1910, the secretary
of state and the joint commities on
the lHbrary entered loto a contract
with the sculptor Albert Jaegers for
he execution of a bronze repiica of the

tatue of General von Steaben, erect-
ed In Wasbington. for presentation to

his majesty the German emperor and |

the German nation In recognition of
the gift of the statue of Frederick the
Great made by the emperor to the
peoaple of the United Stutes.

The presentation was made on Sept
2 last by representatives whom I com-
missioned as the special mission of
this government for the purpose.

The German emperor has conveyed
to me by telegraph., on

‘ l.:-m bebalf
and that of the German ple, an ex-

pression of appreciative thanks for |

this actlion of congress.

Recognition of Pertuguese Republie.
The national constituent assembly,
regularly elected by the vote of the

| Portuguese people, having on June 19
last unanimously proclaimed a repub-

lican form of government, the official

recognition of the government of the
United States was glven to the new

republie in the afternoon of the same

day.

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS
AND CONFERENCES,
Internationz! Prize Court.

The =upplementary protocol to The
Hague copveution for the establish-
ment of an international prize court,
mentioned in*my Ilast annual message,
embodying stipulations providing for

an alternative procedore which would |
remove the constitutional objection to |
that part of The Huague convention

which provides that there may be an
appeal to the propesed court from the
decisions of national courts, has re-
celved the signatnre of the govern-
ments parties to the original conven-
tion and has been ratified by the gov-
ernment of the United States, together
with the prize court convention.

The deposit of the fatifications with
the government of the Netherlands
awaits action by the powers on the
declaration, signed at London on Feb,
26, 1909, of the rules of internstional
law to be recognized within the mean-
fng of acticie 7 of The Hague conven-
tion for the establishment of an inter-
national prize counrt.

Fur Seal Treaty.

The fur seal controversy * * * has
at last been satisfactorily adjusted by
the conclusion of the north Pacific seal-
ing convention entered Into between
the United Btates, Great Britaln, Japan
and Russia on the Tth of July last.

International Opium Cemmission.
In a special message transmitted to

1611, in which I concurred in the rec-
ommendations made by the secretary
of state in regard to certain needral
legisiation for the control of our in-

and other menacing drugs. = * * |
recommended that the manufacture,
male and nse of opium in the Unltexl
States should be more rigorously con-
trolled by legislation,

Prior to that time and in continna-

to secure the co-operation of the in-
terested mnations the TUnited States
proposed an interaationsal oplum con-
ference with full powers for the pur-
pose of clothing with the force of In-
teraational law the resolutions sdopt-
ed by the above mentioned commis-
sion, together with their essential cor-
cliaries. The other powers concerned
cordially responded to the proposal of
this government, and, I am glad to be
able to anoounce. represcutatives of

cern to the United States.

In the war which unbapplly exists
between Italy and Turkey this govern-
ment has mno direct political Interest.
and I took occasidn st the suiteble
time to issue a procla on of neu-
trality in that eonflier. At the same
time all necessary wsteps have heen
takren to safeguard the personal inter-
ests of American clitizens and ergani-
gatlons In so far as aectad by the
Coronation of King Gueorgs V. “

‘The 224 of June of the present year
marked the coronation of his Britannie
majesty King Georse V. In honor of
thin anspi - occasien 1 sent a mpe-
cial embassy to Londen. The ecour-

Mo majesty gnd the peapis of Great

all the powers assembled in conference
at The Hague on the Brst of this
month. * ** It geeins to me most es-
sential that the congress shouid take
immedinte action on the anti-narcetie
legisiation to which I have already
called attention by a special message.
Buenos Aires Conventions.

The four important eonventions sign-

ed at the fourth pan-Americany confer-

pecuniary c¢lnims, have, with the ad-
viee and cansent of the senante, bheen
ratified on the part of the United
Btates. and ratifications have been
deposited with the government of the
Argentine Republic in secordance with
the requirements of the conventions
L am not advised that similar action

bas been taken by any other of the

the congress on the Tth of January, '

terstate and foreign traflic In opium |
| men of character and ability to seek |
. a career abroad in the service of the |

tion of the policy of this government |

ence at Buenos Aires, providing for the |
regulation of trademearks, patents and |
copyrights and for the arbitration of |

| tarlff law of 1900 has been amply Justl-
fled by the resnits achieved In remov-
ing former and preventing new undue
' diseriminations against American com-

menrce, it is believed that the time has |
come for the amendment of this fea- |
ture of the law In such way as (o
provide a graduated means of meet- |
ing varving degrees of disceriminntory
| treatment of American commerce In
foreign countries as well us to gro-
tect the fnancinl interests abroad of
Amerienn citizens against arbitrary
and Injurious trentment on the part of
forelgn governments dhrough elthor
legisiative or adminlstrative measures.

It would also seem desirauble that
the maximum tarlff of the United
States lhqnld embrace within its pur- |
view the free list, which is not the
case at the present time, In order that
it might have reasonable sigulficance
to the governments of those countries
from which the importations into the
United States are confined virtually |
to articies on the free list,

Record of Highest Amount of Foreign
Trade. /
The fiscal year ended Jone 20, 1011,
| shows great progress in the develop- |
| ment of American trade, It was pote-
worthy as marking the Lighest record
of exports of American products o
foreign gountries, the vaination being
in excess of £2,000.000,000. These ex-
| ports sbhowed a galn over the preced-
ing year of more than $300,000,000.

Crying Need For American Merchant
Marine.
T need hardly relterate the convie-
tion that there should apeedily be bulit
up o American merchant marine. This
is necesaary to assure favornble trons-
portation facilities to our great ocean
borpe commerce as well as to aupple-
ment the navy with an adequate ro-
| serve of ships and men It would
| have the economic advantage of keep-
| ing at home part of the vast sums now
| pald forelgn shipping for currying

American goods. All the groat com-

mercial nations pay heavy subsidies to
i their merchant marine, so that it ia
| obvious that withont some wise ald
l from the cougress the United Sintes
| must lag behind in the matter of mer
chant marine in its present anomalous
position. |

Extension of American Banking te Fer-
eign Countries,

Leglsiantion to facllitnte the extension
| of Awerican bauks to foreign countries |
is anviber matter in which our forelgn
trade necds ass!stance.

Improvament of the Foreign Service, l

The entire forelgn service organizn-
tion is belng improved and developed
with especial regard to the require-
ments of the commerclial loteresis of
| the country. Tue rupid growth of our
| forelgn trade makes it of the utmost |
impertance that governmental agen- |
| cles through which that trade Is to be |
|
[ ]

ilded and protscted should possess a
high degree of efliciency,
should the forelgn representatives be |
maintained upon & generous scale iu |
| 80 far as esalaries and establishments |
are concerned, but the selection and
advancement of officers should be def-
| nitely and permanently regulated by
| law so that.the service shall not fail

to attract men of high characier
and abllity. ® ® *. ]t {s my enr
nest- conviction that the ensctment

Into law of the general principles of
the existing regulatious cannot fall to
‘el!'nct further {mprovement Iin both
branches of the foreign serviee Ly pro-

| posing himself to any peril now,

Not only |

viding greater inducement for young

government and an lucentive to thone
! already in the service to put forth
| greater efforts to attain the high
standards which the snecessful conduct
of our Iaternational relations and
commaerce requires.

I therefore agnin commend te the
favorable sction of the congress the

the revised stutu of the United
States In the clvll Bervies act of

14, 1888, and the executlve ord of
June 27, 1006, and of Nov. 24, 1000, Ia
its considerntion of this important sub-
ject I desire to recall to the attentien
of the congress the very favorable re-
| port made on the Lowden bill for the
| improvement of the forelgn service by
the forelgn affalrs committes of the
Liouse of representutives. Availuble
statistics show the strietoess with
which the merit system bas been ap-
plied to the foreign service during re-
cent years and the absolute nmouparti-
san selection of consuls and diplomarie
service secretaries, who, Indeed, far
from being selected with any view to
political censideration, have actusally
been chesen to a disproportionate ex-
tent from states which would have
| been unrepresented in the forelgn serv-
ice under the system which It is to be
hoped 1s now obsolete.
Bome legislation for the parpetuation
of the present system of examinations
and prometions upon merit and off-
ciency would be of greatest value to
ests. : '

| enactment of a law applylng to the |
diplomatie and consular service the |
principies embodied in wection 1708 of

YIELDED TO EDMUNDS.

‘Cleveland’'s Political Fos Won Aftes

His Friends FHad Failed.

Soon after Mr, Cleveland entered the
White Housoe 1o 1885 Viece President
Hendricks died at Lis home in Indiun.
apols, and the presideat made ar
mugemoenis to attend the fonernl,
Many of his social Intimates aod al!l
his official advisers united in an effort
to dissuude him rfrom makiog this
twonty bour journey, enlargiog on the
manifold risks of rmll avel at il

times and the specinl opportunity thin
wounld offer some fanatic to peepasingte

him, But he remained imiovable tne-
tll within a few hours of the tUme wet
for elosing up his business he recetved
nn unexpected onll from Senntor Kd
munds of Vermont.

Mr. Edmounds wanl the leader of the
Republican side of the senate and wan
understood to have ln preparation sov-
ornl measures of opposition to the nne
nounced policies of the new admiuls-
tration. JBut be was aleo and above nil
else an American citizen and a patriot,
and his wisit to his political foe wne
made in that character. In o conver
sation of less than half an howor,
which be drew the curtain over all gif.
ferencea and disregarded nl)
rormalities of Intércourse, he Inid be
foroe the president in the clear torms
andd logical order in which be knew
woell how to express himself the larger
aspects of tho sitoxtion,

As the presidentinl
then stood the spenkor of the house
ef representatives stood next in Iie
to the vice president, and pext o himn
came the president pro tempore of the
sonate. The house uot having organic-
¢d alnco the nauguration, no apenket
had been colected, nnd, the souates bhay
ing falied at its special sesslon (o
choose n president pro tewmpora to
serve during the recess, only one |ife
that of the president himself - atood b
tween the nation and administrative
anarchy ; hence, argued Mr. Edmunds,
It was Mr. Cleveland's duty to forogo

in

emply

suceeanlon |nw

| evary other cousideration and favite

no chances of throwing upon the coun

try they bothh loved a strain such ns It
band never been sabjected to before
The writer of these lines was seulod
in the next room while this vislt was
in progreas, and he will never forget
the psesident’s expresslon of satiefyc-

tlon on coming oot of hila office after
thie wenntor had gone. He guve ordern
ot once that ull preparntions for hims
fourney should be suspetuded and d»
cldred that nothing that had occurred
tlnce be entered the White House bhad
so touched him as the kind solicituds
shown by Mr. Hdmunds about his ex-
Thes
others who had reasoned with Llm on
the subject were men who were pre
sumptively friendly and whose chief
anxiety seemed to be leat ho should
miffer some Injury to his fndividoal
person or fortunes But bhore was
man who, a8 far as polities waes con-
cerned, was a hostile of howtiles, yot
who appealed to bim in behalf of the
American people and thele govern-
ment,

“That settled 16" Mr. Cleveland con-
cluded as he turned to go beack 1o his
office, "“After what BEdmonds sald
therns enn be no further question oF
whore my highest obligntion Hes."—
F. K. L. In New York Pusi.

S8oft Tomed Bells of China

The natives of China uss large beits
of thelr ovwn maks In many of thelr
temples and monusteries. | have no
ticed all through Japan and Chins that
the tone «f the monastery and templo
bells in very soft and smooth, doe (o
the superior guality of the materinl
ustd in their manufacture and to the
absence of iron ciappers, the resuit be-
Ing o marvelous softoess and mellow-
neds of tone. The bells are never
ewung, being always suspended Iin =
fixed frame, and the sound s produced
by striking them on the outer odge
with & wooden mallet. This makes tha
soft tones which are so delightfully
melodious.—~Consular Reporta,

Dr. Holmas' Wit

Oune of thie bost repartees ever erodi(t-
ed to a habitunl maker of happr
phrases was that made by the beloved
“Autoerat of the: Breakfast Table” on
n cortain social oconslon.,

Gioing to dine with a Boston nelghbor,
Dr. Holmes was met by bar with aw
apology:

“I conld not get another man. Wao
are four women, and you will have to
take os all o™

“Forewarned s fouravmed,” be sald
with a bow.

Fline and Filth,

The fiy 18 born In, llves and thrives
upon fiith, If no fith is allowed to ac«
cumuiate in a howuee or its nalghbor-
hood ft will not be troubled Ly fiien,
for they do not ordinarily stray far
from thelr breeding places and thelr;
sources of food, In a thoroughly ¢lonm
noighborbood they cannot live in the
face of scroens preventing thelr access
to food and to the absence of manure
henps and other receptacies for dith in
which to deposit thelr egge—Surver.

Halping Things Along.
“The family in the next fint haw
three phonogruphs and four boym witls

toy expreas  wagons,” sald Mr.
Growcher's wife, “What on earth
shall we do?

“Send for the plano tuner anfl axic
him how much be'll take to work by
the day.”"—Washington Star,

Good News,

“My dear, our landlord says he's go-

ing to raise our rent”™
“@Glad to bear be can do 1t, I can't.™
—Baltimore American,
-

Though some of us are poor, let us
el be genteol.—HAtevenson,
e Knew Haer. =
She— tieps . deal, there Is somethloy
of the eld tme in your eyos
tonight—sowething absut you that re-
minds me of (hose sweet days of Jong
aga. 1 hope you




